
BEHIND 

THE LENS

Influencer Insights for Iowa Tourism



ABOUT ME

● Iowa native
● Journalist
● Former destination marketer
● Travel content creator



THE GOAL
What do you want to get out 

of a creative partnership?
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THE DIFFERENCE

● Like a modern billboard

● Shares your message 

with their audience
● Creators capture, not 

promote

● Work behind the scenes

INFLUENCER

CONTENT CREATOR



CLEAR 

EXPECTATIONS =

BETTER

COLLABORATION

• Define deliverables
• Communicate ALL details before

the visit
• Keep trip enjoyable for everyone 

(Creators are people too ☺)



FINDING A CREATOR

PLATFORMS

Shrpa, CrowdRiff Creators, Hummingbirds, 
etc.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Pay attention to your feed and other DMOs

LET THEM COME TO YOU

Add a ‘Work With Us’ page or social callout



• Look for enthusiasm 
from the start – if 

they’re lukewarm, the 
content will be too

• Review past work: do 
your audiences align?

MAXIMIZE YOUR 

BUDGET

• LEVERAGE EXISTING 
RELATIONSHIPS! This 

is your best cost-
saving tool.

GAUGE GENUINE 

INTEREST

GET PARTNER 

BUY-IN

• Clearly explain what’s 
in it for them

• Use media kit to 
demonstrate reach 

and potential exposure

• Share final content

VETTING THE RIGHT ONE



REPURPOSE CONTENT TO

STRETCH YOUR INVESTMENT

THINK 

AHEAD

Request formats 
that fit your long-
term needs (e.g. 
vertical video)

KEY 

TAKEAWAY

Don’t treat 
content as one-

and-done. Extend 
it’s value!



+50,000
Likes

+750,000
Views



BAGS
Think of what you want in 
your room on vacation.

WELCOME



CARDS

Yes or no?

PREPAID



Slidesgo

Flaticon Freepi

CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, 
including icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik

THANK YOU!

Does anyone have any 
questions?

brettbachtle@gmail.com

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


Exploring the World of 
Influencer Marketing

What You Need to Know 
to Get Started

   

 



Welcome!
Megan Bannister

OlioInIowa.com
@OlioInIowa



What We’ll Cover

Discover the 
importance of 

collaborating with 
content creators

Learn how to 
begin, where to 

find the right 
creators & more

Brainstorm ways 
you can put these 
ideas into practice 

for you

Take away practical 
tips from my own 
experience as well 

as others’

WHY GETTING 
STARTED HOW TIPS
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Why You Should Be 
Working With 

Content Creators

01



Content Creation by the Numbers

92% 84% 5000%

Percent of consumers who 
trust micro-influencers more 
than traditional advertising 
or celebrity endorsements

Percent of people who have 
consulted travel influencers 

while on a trip

Percent growth for the 
term “influencer 

marketing” according to 
Google Trends data





How to Start 
Creating Content 

Partnerships
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Be Clear About 
Your Goals & 
Story
● What is your overall mission?
● What sets you apart?
● What would success look like for you?
● What is your budget?
● What deliverables are you asking for?



Find Creators 
Who Are a Good 
Fit● Consult with experts & peers
● Ask for a media kit 
● Look beyond follower count 
● Work with someone whose niche 

complements yours



Do What Works 
for Your 
Destination● No two destinations are the 

same — the same goes for 
creators

● Start off small



Case Study: 
Cedar Falls Tourism
A short hosted stay turned 
into a long-term sponsored 
partnership highlighting 
different seasons







Ways to Collaborate 
with Content 

Creators
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The Possibilities Are Endless

FAM TRIPS OR 
HOSTED VISITS

SPONSORED 
CONTENT

FREELANCE 
JOURNALIST

S

AMBASSADOR
S

CONTENT 
MARKETING

CREATIVE 
ASSETS





Video series as part of ongoing 
destination marketing campaign

Case Study: 
Visit Fort Dodge



Tips for Successful 
Partnerships
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Remember, you’re building a 
relationship
● Choose creators you trust 
● Ask them how they prefer to work & travel
● Be clear on expectations & deliverables
● Share the content they create
● Keep in touch



Sponsored content partnership to 
highlight region’s offbeat attractions

Case Study:
Discover 
Downstate Illinois





Thank You!
Megan Bannister

Content Creator & Freelance Writer
megan.e.bannister@gmail.com

OlioInIowa.com
@OlioInIowa

Need additional help? Let’s chat!
I’m currently available for:

● Sponsored content partnerships
● Influencer selection & program consulting
● Freelance copywriting & content creation 
● Speaking engagements

Scan for Slides
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